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Outdoor Learning Policy

Rationale

Outdoor learning is integral to fostering holistic development in students, offering experiential opportunities
that complement traditional classroom education. Engaging with the natural environment enhances physical
health, mental well-being, and social skills, while deepening understanding of ecological systems. This policy
aligns with our commitment to developing the 'Four Cs'—Critical Thinking, Communication, Collaboration,
and Creativity—as outlined in our Learning Skills Policy.

Aims of Outdoor Learning

Enhance Academic Achievement: Utilize outdoor settings to provide contextual learning
experiences that reinforce and extend classroom instruction.

Promote Personal Development: Cultivate resilience, confidence, and independence through
challenges and new experiences in diverse environments.

Foster Environmental Stewardship: Instill a sense of responsibility and respect for the
environment, encouraging sustainable practices.

Improve Health and Well-being: Encourage physical activity and provide opportunities for relaxation
and reflection, contributing to overall well-being.

Skills Enhanced Through Outdoor Learning

Outdoor learning provides a dynamic platform to develop the following key skills:

Critical Thinking: Analyzing and solving real-world problems encountered in outdoor activities.
Communication: Articulating ideas and instructions clearly in team settings.

Collaboration: Working effectively with peers to achieve common goals during group tasks.
Creativity: Employing innovative approaches to navigate challenges and utilize natural resources.

Implementation Across Educational Stages

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS):

Nature Exploration: Children will engage in sensory experiences to observe and discuss natural
elements, fostering curiosity and language development.

Gardening Activities: Simple planting projects will introduce basic ecological concepts and
responsibility.

Creative Play: Utilizing natural materials to stimulate imagination and fine motor skills.

Trips and Visits: Exploring the wider world beyond the classroom.

Primary School:

Outdoor Classrooms: Regular lessons conducted in outdoor settings to integrate nature into various
subjects, enhancing engagement and understanding.

Environmental Projects: Students will participate in activities that make links to outdoors and care
for our global environment.

Field Studies: Organized visits to local places study wildlife, geography and ecosystems firsthand,
applying observational and analytical skills.
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Secondary School:

e Adventure Expeditions: Structured activities such as hiking and orienteering to develop leadership,
resilience, and practical problem-solving abilities.

e Community Service: Involvement in environmental conservation projects to foster civic responsibility
and collaborative skills.

e Interdisciplinary Projects: Assignments that require applying knowledge from multiple subjects to
address environmental issues, global sustainability and encouraging critical thinking and creativity.

Conclusion

By embedding outdoor learning into our curriculum, we provide students with enriching experiences that
support academic growth and personal development. This approach not only enhances essential skills but
also nurtures a lifelong appreciation for the natural world.
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